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administration of the department, I shall
mov: for a Seleet Committee to inquire
into it. The MMinister is always talking
ahort people being reasonable. Let him be
reasonable now and tel]l us something about
wha: the department has dore. If not, I
will be forced tn take some other action.

Amendment put and negatived. .
Vote put and passed.

Votes—College of Agriculture, £32,435;
Labour, £4750; Factories, £12,050—agreed
to.

Progress reported.
' House adjourned at 11.36 p.m.

Pegislative Conmeil.

Thursdsy, 11th December, 1947,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and rend prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
eeived and read notifying assent to the In-
spection of Machinery Act Amendment Act.

BILL—MANDURAH CHURCH BURIAL
GROUND.

First Reading.

Introduced by Hon. H. Tuckey and read
a first time.
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Second Readiﬂg.

HON. H, TUCKEY (South-West) [4.34]
in moving the second reading said: This is
a short but nevertheless rather important
Bill, as it provides for the eclosing of the
cemetery at Mandurah, This cemetery is 7H
years old and, owing to the extension of
the town, is now practically in the middle
of the tawnsite. It is only five or six chains
from the Post Office and on every side
there are permanent dwellings, whose water
supplies are drawn from wells. The land
has never been proclaimed as a cemetery
site under the Aet and there appears to be
no authority which can prevent the continu-
ang¢e of burials there.

A new cemetery site has been provided
which is ootside the township. It was
gazetted in 1939 and a board of manage-
ment was appointed and gazetted for its
eortrol.  In spite of the provision of
this new cemetery, burizls still continne tu
be made in the old ground. The land in
question was originally owned by the late
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hall of Mandurah.
By & deed of gift, a memorial of which
was registered in 1869, the land was con-
veyed to the Bishop of Perth for wse as
a church gite. T notice that one of the sig-
nalures to. the document iy that of S. H.
Parker, solicitor, Perth. That is 78 years
age. In those days the land was considered
to be in the bush, as there was no townsite
and only a few houses had been erected
along the water front.

Point of Order.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I am sorry to inter-
rapt, but Mr. Simpson has pointed out ta
me that the Bill has not heen printed cor-
reetly. It is stated that the first reading is
on the 1lth November, whereas it should
be the 11th Deecember. I am afraid Mr.
Tuckey will-have to go over the ground
again.

The President: It is a printer’s error and
can be correeted in Commitiee.

.Hon. C. B. Williams: That is all right.

Dechate Resumed.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I had already check-
ed up on that point. For some time after
the present cemetery was gazctted and
opened, it was considered that no burial
could take place in the old ground withoat
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a permit from the Lands Department. The
Lands Department itself was of that
opinion, but it was discovered later that
the department had no jurisdiction over the
Jand, Quite a number of people are aware
of that fact and oceasionally burials are
made in the old cemetery. Many of the resi-
dents are opposed to the nse of the old
cemetery and requests have been made dur-
ing the past two or three years that it
should be used no longer. It bad been my
intention to introduce a Bill to deal with
the matter last session, but I did not
do so beeause of lack of {ime. The posifion
hag since become worse. There is a larger
population in the town and it is still grow-
ing.

The desire is that all burials should now
be made in the new cemetery which, as I
gaid, is outside the townsite. No doubt the
graves in the old cemetery will ultimately
be transferred to the new cemetery and the
old ground will probably be planted with
trees and made to look more like a park.
The ground was originally given for a church
site, as T have said. A very nice church was
built on it 50 or 60 years ago. In those
days it was quite usual to erect a church
in a burial ground, but today that is nof,
s0. The desivre is that the land shonld be
reserved for church purposes only. As the
town develops someone will move in regard
to these graves and I feel sure that others
will follow so that the area will eventually
become cleared of all graves, and the past
trouble will be overcome. I do not know
whether the Health Department ean pre-
vent burials there, but my advice is that
no authority can prevent them, and that the
only thing that eould be done was to intro-
duce a Bill to impose the desired prohibi-

tion. I move—

' That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Honorary Minister, de-
hate adjourned.

MOTION—POLICE.
Ax to Non-promotion of Sgt. W, Williams.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (East) [441]: 1

move—

That all papers relating to the non-promo-
tion of Sergeant W. Willinms from third-
class to second-¢lass sergeant be laid on the
Table of the House.. +

[COUNCIL.]

Also, that all papers dealing with the
alleged loss of thirty-five pounda (£33)—
which is reported to be the cause of the depart-
ment’s refusal to give Sergoant Williams his
promotion—be laid on the Table of the House,

[ do not believe it is the function of mem-
bers to bring grievances of publie servants
to this House, or any other place. Provision
is usually made for dissatisfied public ser-
vants to appeal, but the information given
me by a retired officer of the Police Foree
leads me to believe that a grave injustice
has been done to Sergeant Williams, whom
I have known for a long time although 1
have not seen him for at least two or three
years. Ee cannot, therefore, be charged
with having given me the information. 1
do not know where he is at the present time,
but I believe he is somewhere in the ecountry.
He was for many years in the North-West,
for a long while at Bruee Rock, then at
Toodyay and subsequently in Perth. 1
understand he was promoted from constable
to sergeant when he came to Perth. The
provisiong of the Police Aect are that*after
4 certain time, a third class scrgeant, pro-
viding there is nothing against him, is auto-
natieally promoted to second class. When
the time arrived for Sergeant Williams to
he promoted he was informed that he would
not get his promotion. T understand he
appealed against the deeision, but the ap-
pea] was from the heads of the department
to the heads of the department.

I understand that when officers of the
Police Force appeal they are treated as if
{hey were accnsed persons. Two members
of another place attended at the Supreme
Court building on one oceasion to hear an
appeal before a police magistrate, and both
the Commissioner and the senior inspector
treated the appellant in a hostile manner
and almost bullied or threalened him into
saying lhings he should not say. That is
the information that has reached me. The
Police Foree is an imporlant portion of
cur Government set-up. We make the laws,
and it is the responsihility of the police
to sep that thev are carried out. The first
thing weo should do is to see that we have
a satisfied Police Force, particularly in view
of the faet that many of those men are
stationed in isolated places and have to
depend on their own initiative. 'T have been
informed that the reason given for the non-
promotion of this sergeapt is that on one
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opeazion, while he was in charge of the
Roe-street lock-up, & man was brought in,
and he bad £35 with him. The money was
banded to the eonstable on duty and at the
time Sergeant Williams was in charge of
the station. This oceurred at night-time.
I understand no provision was made in the
police office for the locking vp of money
or ovher valuables. I am told there was a
snfe in the office, but it was under the con-
trol of another sergeant wHo was on day
duty. During the night, the money was put
into a drawer, which was the usunal thing, and
it was left there for quite a long time. I
have been fold that the money was there
for some weeks after originally being put
in tig drawer. That was admitted by o
constable then on duty. Subsequeatly the
money was lost, and I understand that Ser-
geant Williams was threatened by a senior
officer that he wonid be charged with neg-
leet of duty because the money was lost
beeause it had not been placed in safe
enstody originally. I am informed that the
meth.od, for a number of years, was to place
money in this drawer in the manner I have
indicated. Sergeant Williams was advised by
the heads of the department that he had to
replice the money. 1 am alse told that ke
informed the senior officer he refused to do
so beeause it would be an admission that he
had stolen it. I anderstand that repayment
was made only beeause certain of the men
got together and raised the money by sub-
seription amongst themselves.

When Sergeant Williams appealed I
undersiand that was the only thing held
against him, namely, that he had not done
his duty inasmueh as £35 had been lost
while hg was in charge of the station. Many
other losses have oecurred there as can be
scen by looking at the Auditor-General’s
reports which show that from time to time
certain sums of money have heen written-
off beeause they have beem said to have
beer stolen. Whether it is right or wrong,
the sergeant was then scnt out to the bush,
T do not know whether it was for that
reason, but evidently it was as he is not
now employed in the city area. We have a
resy onsibility to see that the Service gets
a frir deal. T eannot claim that my know-
jedpe justifies me in ‘saving that a further
inauiry should be made, but if the Minister
will agvee to place these papers on the
Table of the House I, and other memhers,
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will be able to determine whether on in-
juslice has been done to this officer who is
getling on in years.

He has been a long time in the Service
and I unnderstand that no charge has ever
been laid against him. I know that while
he was at Bruce Rock and Toodyay he car-
ried out his duties so as to uphold the high
traditions of the Police Force. This oflicer,
not so very long ago, had some base ma-
terial thrown into his eyes, somewhere near
the Cathedral. Members may recall that
ineident. He subsequently recovered from
the disability and was sent to the country.
Whether that action was taken becange of
soraething he had not done, I do not know:
but we should be able to investigate that
point for ourselves. I'hope the Minister
will agree to put the papers on the Table
of the House, I have no 'other motive than
that the members of the Police IMorce may
feel that we are prepared to see that they
receive a fair deal and justice.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban}
(4.51]: I understand it is unusnal to place
a personal file on the Table of the Hounse.
All the desired information is contained in
the persona] file of Sergeant Williams. I am
instructed by the Minister for Police that
no objection will be raised to Mr. Latham
inspecting the file at his office at any time
he may desire. If he is not satisfied with
that, 1 suggest that some member should
mcve the adjournment of the debate and
thus hold the matter over for the time
being. I am also instructed by the Minis-
ter for Police that Sergeant Williams has
been promoted to second-class sergeant. 1
reclly think that answers the hon. member's
questions, '

HON. C. G&. LATHAM (East-—in reply)
[4.52]: It iz some little time sines 1 re-
ceived the information and in all the cir-
cummstances T am prepared to accept the
Minister's statement. If Sergeant Wil-
liams has been promoted, my case fallg to
the ground. T am perfectly satisfied and
ask leave to withdraw my motion,

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

BILL—MILK ACT AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Read a third time and transmitted ta the
Assembly,
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BILL—-COMMONWEALTH POWERS,
ACT, 1945, AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Tkird Reading.

THE RONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G.
B. Wood—East) {4551: T move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put,

The PRESIDENT: As this Bill requires
a statutory majority for the adoption of
the third reading, it will be necessary to
divide the House.

Division taken, .

The PRESIDENT: [ have satisfied my-
gelf thal an ahsolute majority of members
is present. There being no dissentient
vote, I declare the division off and the
ruestion passed.

Question thus passed,

Bill read a third time aod transmitted to
the Assembly.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 9th December.

HON. ¢. G¢. LATHAM (East) [4.58]:
Anylhing that we van do to check the
spread of tubercnlosis should be willingly
underiaken. The point I am most concerned
ahout with regard to the Bill is the ques-
tion of post-mortems on still-births. I
understand from my reading of the Bill
that such examinations will be conducted by
tie local doctors.

The Minister for Health:
areas.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If the depart-
ment is to secure the information it desires,
tn have geveral dociors engaged in the work
will he useless. Surely one man ought to be
appointed to undertake the task because it
really amounts-to research work.

The Minister for Health: That
chject. : ‘

Hon. C. G. LATIIAM: T am sure that
one doctor could do the work far better than
soveral. I am sorry Dr. Hislop did not
deal with that phase because he is in a better
position to do so than T am. If T wished
to determine anything I would not appoint

In preseribed

is the

[COUNGIL.]

four ar five tuen fo tuake the investigations
for me bat weuld allot the work to one man.
He would be able to prepare the necessary
reports in a mamnner that would be much
more bencficial becanse he would have all
the facts leading up to the various deter-
minations. I am sure that if several doctors
are engaged on the work we will not get
completely satisfactory results,

I apprecinte the fact that if it is possible
to prevent still-births we should do all we
can to arcomplish that result, heeause we
are all anxicus that the popalation of the
State should increaze. The course adopted
will afford encouragement to mothers who
must be very disappointed when they find
they have given hirth to still-horn children
instead of ones they will have the oppor-
tupity to ncurish. I hope the Minister will
give consideration to making this a research
Jjob rather than appointing a number of
doetors to conduet investigations.

HON. R. J. BOYLEN (South) [3.1]: I
wish {o speak only on the question of tuber-
culosis. On the Goldfields many workers
in the mining industry at some time or an-
other become affected by this disease, I
hope something will be done as a result of
this Bill whereby these people may he
treated on the Goldfields instead of being
sent to Woorotoo.  Very often men who
have heen in the mining ‘industry for somo
time are found .o be suffering from tuber-
culosis in an advanced state. It is a living
death for them to be taken from their loved
ones and sent elsewhere in the hope of
heing cured.  With the co-operation of the
medical profession and the health authorities
it should be possible to evelve some means
whiereby necessary aceommodation for eases
could be found or established on the Gold-
fietds.  If that could be done the people
econeerned eould roceive treatment jp their
own districts, if not in their own homes,
without being faken awxy from their rc-
fatives.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [5.3]:
Those who have lived on the (loldfields
vealise that the idea of taking men who are
suffering from tubereulosis to a damp elt-
mate is likely to set up in their minds,
if not in their bodies, the feeling
that they had been removed from a part of
the couniry where they are most likely to
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enjoy as good a condition of hezlth as cir-
cum+tances permit, My memery goes back
many vears when a sanatorium was estab-
lished at Coolgardie. It seems to me that
either there or somewhere else on the Gold-
fields is the place at which there should be
a scvgregation of those people who have
beei. affected in their lungs. I think that
probably it would be in their best interests
that they should be installed in an estab-
lishment of that kind where they could be
carefully watched. They should ecertainly
be sent somewhere away from the coast.

It is genérally found that the heat of
the Goldfields and the cool nights are more
suitable to the health of these people than
other elimatic conditions. 1 have known
of rien who of their own volition have left
the (ioldfields for the eoastal areas in the
vair hope that they would benefit from the
change. Tt turned ont, however, that for
the most part they made a grave mistake.
In one instanee the person did not live
very long, and in another ease the man re-
turned to the Goldfields but his condition
had deteriorated to such an extent that he,
too, did not live long. '

T1 hoth instances I felt that had those
mer remained in the elimate to which they
had been accustomed for many vears they
might well have lived longer. This is the
onlr aspect of the measure I propose to
query. I suggest to the Government that
it riight be a wise step to go back to the
ides that was carried out many years ago
of reating men at Coolgardie or elsewhere
on the Goldfelds who are affected by this
disease,

FON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[5.6:]: The aspect referred to by Mr. Boylen
and Mr. Mann has also caused me some
~ eoncern. The power to order miners on fhe

(ioldfields to cnter Wooroloo is probably a
necessary one if a comprehensive scheme
for ecombating tuberculosis is to be carried
out. T realise that this particular scourge
has widespread ramifications. I understand
that the only way properly to control it
is 7y way of drastic measures. In my
opinion it would be a wise policy on the
part of the department concerned to con-
sider the construetion of a sanatorinm
somewhere on the Goldfields. This is a
trenendously large State and I think that

Kalgoorlie can be classed as the inland .
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capital of Western Australia. 1t is the
centre of a far-Aung mining field and the
people who have lived on the Golddelds for
many years acquire characteristies that are
unique.

People who have lived to a considerable
age on the (oldfields are not happy any-
where else. When they have their holidays
away frown their usual haunts many of them
return before their leave is up, because
they cannot get nsed to the mode of life
in any other part of the State. I hope the
department will eonsider the advisability
of erecting the sanatorium to which I have
referred, I nnderstand the climate on the
Goldfields is far better than any other for
those who are stricken with this scourge,
and there is no doubt that if they are
treated in the environment {o which they
have bern accustomed it will play a
psychological part in the treaiment ac-
corded te them. A similar state of affairs
applies to the aged who are sent to the
0Old Men’s Home, They ecome from a part
of the State whieh is radieally different in
many ways from the metropolis, as is also
the elimate and the mode of life,

Many of these old men are very unhappy.
T hope that the powers that be will at some
future time provide an adjunet to the Old
Men’s Home on the Goldfields., It is a
serious matter to take people away from
their homes espeeially when they are dan-
cerously sick and they have reached old
age. Tt constitutes a big break from the
associations which to them have become al-
most sacrosanct, and as a yesult of that
they suffer much unhappiness. T realise
the difficult position eonfrenting the depart-
ment. T also understand that if the dreaded
disease of tuberculosis is to be tackled
eflectively drastie remedies must be em-
ploved. T hope .the Minister will take into
consideration the points of view that have
been raised by myself and other members.
I know that we are voicing the ceneral

-opinion that is held on the Goldfields.

<

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [511]: T
am of the same opinion as Mr. Heenan and -
Mr. Mann that some establishment should
be provided on the Goldfields for these par-
ticular people. T wonder whether the Minis-
ter would give consideration to placing
snch an establishment at Esperance. About
12 months ago T was speaking to a resident
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at Esperance, a miner who had been turned
out from Kalgoorlie in a bad state of
health. He told me that he had expected to
live but a short while, but since he had been
at Esperance he had hecome a different
man. Many Goldfields people who were suf-
fering from tuberculosis are residing at
Esperance and they told me that the change
had added years to their lives. They felt
better in that ¢limate and were quite happy.

Hon. J. A. Logan: They are away from
the dust.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: If an establish-
ment were placed at Esperance it would also
eater for the cases that arise at Norseman.
Ounly last week a young man from Boulder
came under my notice. He, his wife and
three children had been living in one room
in Weir-street, Bonlder, 1 took the matter
up with the Housing Commission and as a
result this man has been fixed up with a
house in the metropolitan area. 1 peint out,
liowever, that he bad to leave Perth some
vears ago on account of the climate and
went to the Goldfields, but he has now re-
turned to Perth. People who have lived for
many years on the Goldlields should, if they
liave become affected by the disease, he al-
lowed to remain in the district. [ hope the
Minister will look into the matter and see
what ean be done along the lines I have
indicated. Once men have worked in the
mining indusiry Lor a number of years they
like to continue living in that district.

]

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
1L 9. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban

-<in reply) ([514): I am pleased
with the interest that members have
taken in this Bill. Nothing new has

been brought forward that is not al-
ready on the files of the department.
For'some time it has been realised that a
tuberculosis hospital is essential, and a com-
mittee has been looking for a site in Perth

¢r the suburbs. We have in charge of the’

tubereulosis department Dr. Ienzell, who
is a recognised authority on the subject, a
man in whom we can place the utmost re-
lianee. The Wooroloo Sanitorium was start-
od in 1915, ond efforts have been made to
do something in regard to this discase. As
the years have gone by, different treatments
have been undertaken; but at present, so
far as I can gather, the only treatment is

[COUNCIL]

res; and freedom from worry, in proper
surroundings and with proper nursing and
care. 1 thisk we all know that the tuber-
culosis patient js an extraordinarily opti-
mistic person. He is much better in places
he likes, or he thinks he is, end I believe
that aceounts for the outlook of the people
at Esperance and of the people to whom
Mr. Heenan referred. 1 wish te quote from
a report made by Dr. Henzell on the 24th
November last—

When sanatoria were first established 70¢
years ago, it was considered advisable to palee
them at an altitude and in the country, sur-
rounded by the scent of the pimes, ete. It has
been found that high altitudes may be harmful
to many cases of pulmonary tuberculosis, and
that the scent of the pines iz of no value, It
has been proven that within )imits it does net
matter so muach where they are treated; what
matters is how they are treated.

Within the past 20 years the development
of surgieal methods for the trentmemt of tho
discase, combined with radiologieal and bac-
teriological methods of investigation and eou-
trol, have evolved the modern chest hospital,
which is as fully equipped and staffed as a
general houpital, and where cases of chest dia-
eases are sent for diagnosis and trentment.

Of necessily cases other than tubereulosis
are admitted for these purposes i{o such hos-
pitals, and a highly specialised tcam of physi-
cians, surgeons, pathélogists and radiologists
is organised at these centres,

In other countries and in the Eastern States,
the practice now is to place these hospitals
within eity areas, and not outside them as a
gencration ago. It must not be forgotten that

© tuberculusis is infectious only where there iz

close personal eontact with an infeetious person
(c.g., domestic eontaet). The reasen why
nurses in tuberculosis hospitals of repute are
considered to be safe in their contact with the
disease i3 that they are trained in the pre-
cautions that they shoull take, and the better
the hospital, the more rigidly are these pre-
cautions earried out.

The danger to the publie lies in the unkoown,
undiagnosed, infectious case, which this ey
artinent is planning to discover and treat in
the hospital under discussidn. The public can
be firmly and with confilence reassured that
there is no risk of any kind in the placing of
sueh a hospital in a eity aren. Indeed, the
publie has accepted without a murmur the 100
heds at Hollywood, and 45 at the Edward
Millen Home, and over 20 at the Royal Perth
Hospital, which are alrealy in their midst and
which have proven to be harmless.

Tt ean therefore now be regarded as the cs-
tablished practice tn huild a chest hoapital in
a eity area. The choice of a site in such an
area 'depends on certain factors as fol'ows:—

1. There must he a good water supply, sew-
age, ete.
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2. Adequate power is essential. Powerful
x-ray plants have to be operated, as well as
diuther ny, and the building is usually mul-
tiple storeyed, requiring lifts.

3. From the point of view of thé patient
it must be remembered that he is Jong-term and
may be in hospital for many months, and cer-
tain amenities will be neeessary—

(a) He must have the feeling that he is
in the ‘‘lungs’’ of the city area.
Therefore, a suburban site is pre-
ferable.

(b) He should have semething to look at
in the way of view. Therefore,
some altitude, if obtainable, iz de-
sirable.

{¢) Climatic conditions are important.
For example, in Western Australia,
access to cool breezes in ot
weather.

(¢) Easy aecess for visitors. .

Finclly, as it is hoped that within 10-15
years this hospital will be used less and less
for cases of tuberculosis, which will be under
contrp.,, and more and more for conditions
other :han tuberculosis, the importance of its
association with other metropolitan hospitals is
vbvious, Tt is intended that this hospital
should be an acute hospital, and be used
ounly for those patients receiving treatment in
bed. When they are ambulant they will be
transforred to Woorolov for convalescence,

llon. B. . Gray: There is an ideal site
in Fremantle. )

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : There is
2 special eommitiee looking for a site. Quite
obvionsly, it is mot within the realm of
practical polities to build at the present
time when we have unfortunately to devote
much of our labour and material to the
huilding of homes. This Bill was intro-
duced at the request of Dr. Henzell. Re-
cently we had in Western' Australia Dr.
Todd, who is 2 most eminent physician and
is in sharge of Medhnrst, a very large insti-

tutior, in England. He is an éxpert in tuber-

eulosis, Dr. Todd went to various places
with Dr. Henzell. 1 have not seen any re-
port concerning his visit, bul when 1 saw
him, more or less socially, he seemed to be
very pleased with what we were endeavour-
{o do at Wooroloo. Iere again is a minute
from T, Henzell—

On discussing this matter with Mr, Good,
the Eolicitor General, he advises three possi-
bilities.—

1. The tightening up of the pregent Act by
amending its present sections where necessary;

2. Amending the Act by adding to it =a
specizl part concerning tuberculosis; or

3. A separate tuberculosis Act.
On reading over the file and the relevant
portions of the Health Aet, it would appear
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shat n tightening up of the present Aet, or
the inclusion of all legislation concerning
tuberculosis in a separate part of the Act,
would sufice for our needs. Mr. Good thought
that zither alternative would probably do.

Undecr Section 230 of the existing Act, the
Commissioner has wide powers, Mr, Good ad-
vises that the intention of the Aect was that
these provisions were to be used in times of
cpidemies only. He thought that any Minister
might be reluctant to take the onus of decid-
ing that these provisions should, in the specific
case of tubereulosis, be enforced for all time.
Therefore an amendment to Section 230 to
provide that the Commissioner should possess,
without any qualjfication, powers under Clanses
1,3, 4, 5, 6, 8 11, 12, 17 (a) and 18, with
specific applieability to tuberculosis, would en-
able us to have those powers of isolation which
we think are necessary. Alternatively, these
provisions to be included in a speeial ‘'tuber
culosia’’ part of the Aet.

Under Section 232, the Commissioner has
power to use restraint to lhold an infectious
patient in o hospital where he may be placed
under the power which is given by Section 230.
An amendment to this section to correspond
with that of Section 230, making it apply to
tuberculosis, would alse appear to be suff-
cient.

With reference to Section 230, Clause 8, and
a8 a corollary to the expressions ¢‘custody’’
and '‘safety to keep’’ used in Scetion 232, a
special ward at the sanitorium to house re-
caleitrant patients, under restraint, would be
necessary,

Mr. Good advises that by adding the words
‘for clinies’’ after ‘‘hospitals’’ in Clause 1
of Section 294, we wounld have the power re-
quired to establish and maintain elinics.

A further amendment to Section 294 to in-
elude the existing sanatorium at Woorocloo aa
being regarded ns established wnder this ree-
tion of the Health Act would transfer the ad-
ministration of the sanatorimmn from the
Hospitals Act to the Health Act. Wooroloo
is part of the whole scheme of the contrul of
tubercutlosis, and its administration cannot he
divorced from that of the general work of
the Tuberculosis Branch. Further, the enst
of izs maintenance should be included in the
tubw renlosis vote.

Tn item No. 14 on page 4 of the draft that
was presented originally by me, it is requested
that it be made an offence for any patient in
a hospital or sanatorium to e in the posscssion
of any aleoholic beverage, or for any other per-
sou to bring into a hospital or sanaterium any
aleoholic beverage for the use of any pativnt,
withont the written permission of the medieal
officer in charge. Our opinion is that powers
to this effect are very necessary.

That is the matter I referred fo in my
gpening remarks when I said how necessary
it was to have that control. T have ~n-
deavoared fo show that what ix in th Bill
is not a matler of Party polities hut 2
matter of a request by experts, Suggestions
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have been made that it is too severe to pro-
hibit tuberculosis patienis from going from
place to place, and that there should be
power to compel them to remain in one
place. I know of an instance that occurred
last May. A gentleman stopped me in the
street and said that T, as Minister for
Health, should not allow a.patient in an
advanced state of tuberculosis lo reside at
8 prominent and well known residential hotel
in Perth. I did not say anything, but made
inguiries and found that what he said was
perfeetly true.

A man who had left Wooroloo was staying
at this expensive residential hotel and there
was no power to puf him back in Wooroloo.
I am pleased to say, however, that he left the
hotel, Members can appreciate how awkward
it wounld have been if he had refused to
move. These powers requested may never
be used but they are required for extreme
cases. Take, for instance, an unfortunate
miner who contracts T.B. in Kalgoorlie. 1f
he e¢an be treated properly and given
sufficient rest in his bome at Kalgoorlie, and
peaple are duly warned and told what to do
in iheir own interests, I do not think for
one moment that the authorities would move
him. From what I ecan gather, the main
treatment for tuberculosis is rest and free-
dom from worry, so they would not be likely
to send him to Woorolag if he could be
treated at home withont danger lo the gen-
eral publie, ‘

Hon, G. Bennetts: T think that pieture
show of Dr. Henzell’s was an indication of
what i reqguired.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTII: Tt
was sugmested hy Dr. Hislop that certain
things should happenm as regards nurses.
Immediately on the arrival of the present
Commissivner of Health, it was insisted that
all nurses at Wooroloo should he x-rayed
and examined and given a JMantoux test.
That has heen done, and is constantly being
dnne, so that a2 eontinval watch is kept over
these nurses. We have already purchased
a hall outside the Royal Perth Hospital in
which to set up an x-ray plant of which it
ix hoped the general publie will make use,
sn that T.B. eases may be detected early,
thus saving a lot of time and avoiding the
spread of the disease. At present, there
is, no provision for rompulsory examination,
It is done voluntarily.

[COUNCIL)]

Hon. A. L. Loton: Have you any idea
when the plant will be used?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: As
soon as we can get it.

Hon. A. L. Loton: You bave no idea when
that will be?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No,
I am afraid I have not made any inquiries.
A stggestion was made about the Dbloe
system Tor nurses. We are doing every-
thing possible to secure npurses and have
comimenced the bloe system.  For some time
we have heen trying to get a sufficiently
large house in the metropolitan area in which
to house nurses undergoing theoretical train-
ing.  We require a house with reasonable
access to  the various hospitals, Un-
fortunately, we have so far been unable to
find sueh o place. It might be asked why
we do not resume a suitable property, and
I would be pleased to be informed where
there is to be found a property we could
resume without eausing considerable trouble
and perhaps depriving a number of people
of their residence. At Northam we have
a school, under a very able sister, and are
endenvouring to secure more trainees.

Wu connot  take many more trainees at
present as our trainee hospitals are full.
Our hand; are tied to some extent and it
may be necessary to bring down Tfurther
legislation to meet the situation. The Nurse's
Registralion Board is satisied only wilk
the best, in order that when nurses graduate
they may have reciprocity throughout the
Commonwealth, and perhaps throughout the
world. That is an excellent iden, but I
am afraid we will have to lower our standard
4n order te sccure the requisite numher of
nurses.  We are at present in a state of
emergency and I helieve we will have to
accept a lower standard in order properly
to staff our hospitals, This will not be al-
together a retrograde move, as the nurses
will be ahle later to qualify for retrospee-
tivity.

Members may recall that this House last
year passed a Bill to prevent any nurse
under 21 years of age goinr to Wooroloo,
We cannot expeet girls of 21 to be anxions
to go to school. At that ame they wish to
zo stralght into nursing. We may have
to amend that measure, and T am informed
that it is perfectly safe for girls of 18 years
of age to enter Woorcloo as nurses, if the
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necessary precautions are taken and they
are well looked after. As Dr. Henzell says,
if a bospilal is properly conducted there is
very little risk of the nurses contracting
tuberculosis. The percentage of nurses at
Wooaroloo® that contracts the disease is .85
per cent, and I believe all medical men
would agree that it is not possible to say
with ecrtainty that the disease was contract-
ed theve,

Heon. C. G. Latham: Is that .85 per cent.
of the nurses who get the disease or .85 per
eent_.of the patients?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Al
the patients there have it, but .85 per eent.
of the nursing staff contract the disease.

Hon. €. G. Latham: Then of every 100
nurses .85 per eent. contract the disease?

The MINISTER FGR HEALTH: Yes,
less than one in a hundred, and there is no
way of proving that they contraet it there.
Many people are prone to tuberculosis be-
tween the ages of 18 and 25. We have had
instances in the Mines Department of uni-
versity students, permitted to go to the mines
during their long vacation, being x-rayed
at the laboratory in Kalgoorlie and
found to have developed T.B. within two
voars, after having been in the mines for
only three months. It is impossible for any-
one to say with eertainty whether they con-
tracted the discase in the mines, and T be-
lieve medieal men would agree that sueh
students must bave been predisposed to the
disease if, in faet, they contraeted if doring
a period of only three months in the mines.
There is only a remote chance of properly
trained nurses in a T.B. hospital becoming
infected. We may have to train younger
nurses in order to maintain the necessary
staff.

T conie now to the question of still births.
Dr. Hislop said that there had been only
one mecting of the committee set up by the
Health Department.  That committee has
met only once. It consists of a specialist
ohstetricinn, a specialist physician and other
highly qualified men. They met in June
last and certain motions were carried and
sugizestions made, with the result that these
clavses are inclnded in the Bill. There is
a rasearch centre and a man is in view to
perform all the post-mortems. It is not'
expected that this work will be spread over
the eountry distriets, as there will not he the
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facilities available for the country prac-
titioner,

Hon, C. G. Latham: And he might not
have the knowledge.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
may be. The purpose of this measure is to
determine the eause of there being so many
still-births, and, if possible, to find a means
of prevention. It is not merely someone’s
whim. On the 20th June the committee
I have mentioned adopted certain resolu-
tions which served as a guide in framing

the amendments to the Aet now be-
fore the Hounse. The commitiee alse
set out its requirements in respeet of

certain basic information that is being eol-
lected. It has not bheen called together since
then because the information is not yet suffi-
ciently complete, owing to the fact that the
work of post-mortem ecxamination of still-
births has not so far heen commenced, and
the laboratory ut the K.EMH. has not
begun to funetion. In his report Dr. Cook
said-—

I felt that to plaguc busy men unneces-

sarily with public duties would be inducing
them to doeline service, defeating our purpose
in enlisting their co-operation.
That is the position regarding still-births,
1 come now ‘to the question of venereal
disease. If Dr. Hislop moves the amend-
ment that he proposes, I may have to deal
with the question more fully. In the mean-
time the little T have to say will give mem-
bers food for unpleasant thought. V.D.
inelndes syphilis.  New cases of svphilis
notified in Western Australia in 1938 totalled
34, and for 1947, up to the 30th November,
the total of cases notified was 91. Members
will agree that the sections of the Act deal-
ing with V.D. should be tightened up, and
not looscned, -as is suggested by the amend-
ment.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee.
" Hon. J. A, Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Health in charge of the Bill,
Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to.
Clause 5—New section ;' .
Hon. E."H. GRAY: I move an amend-
ment— '

That in line & of proposed new Sretin 2004,
after the word *‘delegate’’ the words ‘fwith
the approval of the Minister’’ be inserted.
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I think the delegation of power should be
only with the approval of the Minister. 1f
the amendment is agreed to, Subsection (2)
of propoesed new Section 230A will be un-
necessary.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I have
ne objection to the amendment.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I canuot see the
value of the amendment. I made it clear
the other night that the intention of this
provision is to delegate the powers of the
Commissioner of Public Health to Dr.
Henzell, and the Minister confirmed that
statement this afternoon. I had intended to
suggest that we should alter the provision
so that the Commissioner eonld delegate
those powers to any registered medical prae-
titioner acting as a public health officer. If
Dr, Henzell then appointed an assistant, and
a system of medical officers was built up,
on the lines I have suggested, the power
could be delegated to that organisation. As
it now stands, the power could be delegated
to any public health officer. The delegation
should be limited.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I support the
amendment. The Act enables the Commis-
sioner, if authorised by the Minister, to
delegate to any public health official ecer-
tain powers to prevent the spread of in-
fectious disease, Fairly wide powers are
mentioned, and it would not be right to
delogate such powers to any public heallh
official. If this anthority. is to be exercised
the provision sheuld be implemented with
the approval of the Minister. '

Mon, BE. H. GRAY: I ecan understand
I, Hislop's point of view because medical
men resent interferenee by laymen. Never-
theless, we should have demoeratic con-
trol. ‘The work will be carried on more
elliciently and smoothly if the Minister and
thege oflicers work in close association.

Hon, J. G, HISLOP: There is no resent-
ment at all about the Minister interfering.
We are proposing to delegate the powers
now held by the Commissioner, and I sug-
pest that the Minister has ample power for
delegating authority to a man like Dr.
Henzell, hecause that power will descend
from the Minister.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Provision is made
in the Act to deal with urgent eases and if
may be necessary to delegale this author-
ity. We are concerned particularly with

[COUNCIL.}

T.B. and are asked to give powers to a
health official. Would a ratcatcher be =a
hezalth official?

The Minister for Health:
eovers that,

Section 11

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That section daes
not define a health official.

The Minister for Health: He would be
an oflicial appointed by the Government,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: But who would
he be? I do not want these powers to be
delegated to an unqualified man, though it
might be satisfactory to delegate them to a
doctor. When a layman is Minister for
Health, he has to depend upon somebody,
sometimes'on the Chief Health Inspeetor if
the Commissioner is not avaiiable.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: These
powers will be exercised only when really
neeessary. No Commissioner would dele-
gate any of the powers to a person not
qualified for the particular job, and I can-
not see a Minister doing it becanse he
would find himself in a very diffienlt posi-
tion, It is necessary that provision be made
for these powers. .

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I move an amend-
ment— :

That in line & of proposed new Seetion
230A, after the word *‘any’’ the worda
‘“registered medieal practitioner aeting as o'’
be inserted.

\When the organisation s operating, the
powers can be delegated down the line. 1
have previously protested strongly against
compelling a patient to remain in Wooro-
loo, heeause of his being a menarve .to other
people, untll sueh time as adequate com-
pensation is provided for the dependants.
It is all very well to say that, if a man
is sent to Wooroloo, his family will get
the Commonwealih pension. What would
happen to my family in the event of my
being sent to Wooroloo? They have not
been accustomed to living on such an allow-
ance and their whole future would be en-
dangered. If we are going to enforce com-
pulsion, we must "have a security scheme
to which a man could contribute in order
tn protect his family. To apply compul-
sion without providing for the family will
mevely drive the disease underground. A
man whose family would be reduced in
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basic requirements is not likely to submit
himself for examination. The most I am
prepared to do at this stage is delegate
this piwer to the State T.B. officer and no
further,

Hor. C. B. WILLIAMS: I support Dr.
Hislop. If we compel a patient to go to
Woorelop without making provision for his
family, he will not even consult a doctor.
Twenty years ago when the Hon. . Col-
lier was Premicr, we discussed this matter
and took a similar stand. We defied the
(iovernment on the point. We have no
right to take a person from his home and
insist upon iselation without making proper
provision for his family.

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: On the Goldfields
a miner has no alternative; it is imperative
that he bhe examined every 12 months and,
if be is suffering from T.B., he must leave
the industry. Under this measure, he
would be sent to Wooreloo, and in such
cases the dependants would be left in desti-
tute eircumstances, Apart from that, the
patieat would be worried, and it is doubt-
ful whether he would make much progress
under these conditions.

Th2 MINISTER FOR HEALTH: This
proposal has nothing to do with the pro-
vision of compensation for dependants. Dr.
Hislep has said that a person suffering
from T.B., for which the cure is rest, should
not ase permitied to rest until the State
provides the wherewithal for his family.

[Hon. (3. Fraser: He cannot rvest if he
has vorry.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Bill has nothing to do with that aspect.
The maintenance of the fomilies of T.B.
patients is the subject of negotiation at
present with the Commonwealth, A person
suffering from eontagious disease bas to be
isolated. Take a man suffering from lep-
rosy, 18 it suggested that he shonld not be
isolated because there is no provision for
his Eamily? This measure is designed to
prevent the spread of disease, but some
other measure would have to be introduced
to provide: for the mainfenance of the de-
pendants of those sent to hospital. We are
dealing here only with the prevention of
contagion. If we allow a person suffering
fror1 T.B. to mix with the publie, we are
neglecting our duty to the people as a
whole. T point out to Dr. Hislop that medi-
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eal praetitioners with high qualifications
are employed by the Government, but are
not registered.

Hon, G. FRASER: Could Dr. Hislop give
the Committee an idea of how contagious
‘I.B. is? His information would be of great
assistance to members. The Minister men-
tioned several contagious diseases, inelud-
ing leprosy.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That disease is not
very contagious.

Hon. G. FRASER: Is it necessary to
segregale a person suffering from T.B. for

4 lengthy period? He may be in a sani-
toricm for years.

The Minister for Health: No, nine months
as a ruole.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Less than that,
Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I would like to have

your vuling, Mr. Chairman, on that request,
beeause I eannot speak on the infeetivity
of T.B. on this cluuse. However, if it is
the wish of the Committee I do not mind,
doing so.

The CHAIRMAN: It bas ne relevancy
to the clause.

Hon. E. M, REENAXN: T think members
must find themselves in agreement with the
points of view expressed by the Minisier
and Mr. Williams. T feel we should not
defeat the clause merely because at present
the question of maintenance or compensa-
tion has not becn decided.

The CHAIRMAN: I would draw the at-
tention of members to the fact that we have
drifted a long way from the clause and the
amendment. I cannot allow the drift to
continue and must ask members to confine
their remarks to the amendment.

Hon. H. TECKEY : T agree with Dr. His-
lop’s suggestion, but I think there shounld
be additional eontrol. T have known cases
of T.B. which have been under no suoper-
vigion at all. One man suffering from the
disease was actnally working in a whole-
milk dairy.  This legislation would give
some chance to control suech cases, The
question of maintenance is important, but
the Minister has told the Committee that
it has alveady received consideration. Our
objeet should be to check the spread of the
disease, if possible.
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Hon. A. L. LOTOXN : I support the amend-
ment, but am opposed to this matter being
placed under the control of public health
ofticials. It should be under the controj of
fully qualitied medical practitioners.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. J. ¢i. HISLOP: I move an amend-

ment—

That in line 6 of Subsection (1) of pro-

posed new Bection 2304, the parenthesis and
figure ** (8)"’ be struck out.
I must, as a matter of protest, ask that the
reference to paragraph (8) be struck out.
The various diseases which were men-
tioned by the Minister have no bear-
ing on the matter at all. First, a sick
person helieves that he still lives in
a free country. He realises that it may
be necessary for him, in the <ase of
epidemic, to be isolated for a short peried.
When, however, it eomes to a question of
destroying the foundation of his family—
for instance, if it is proposed to send him
to Wooroloo—he takes a different view al-
together.

We must renlise that the only way teo
indvee n patient to enter Wooreloo is by
painting a picture that will appeal te him,
both as regards the treatment bhe will re-
ceive and the manner in which his family
will he Inoked after and provided for. IF he
can be persnaded that his family will be
looked after, that his son, if attending the
University, will be enahled t{o continue his
studies; he probably would eonsent to go to
Waorcloo for treatment. T have been 25
years in this State as a consultant physician
and I know of numbers of men who have
said, “No, [ will die, but will see that my
children grt an eduncation,” and I do not
hlame them.  If our desire is that T.B.
patients should go to Wooroloo, we must
show =ome real vision in the conduet and
¢ontrol of the institution.

Sitting enspended from 6.15 (o 7.30 pyn.

Hon. .JI. . HISLOP: I would like to
place certain facts before the Commiltee in
rezard to the control of fuberculosis.

ITon. (. B. Williams: Do you think you,
ean ever cure it.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: 1 want to hasten

the end of it. Either directly or indireetly
1 take credit for every change that has taken

[COUNCIL.]

place at Woaoroloo, and that has been at
the expense on occasions of becoming un-
popular with my colleagnes. I have prac-
tically given up having anything “to do
with tubercle. realising it is u social, State
matter. Tuberele is not increasing, but
diminishing, in the State, and everywhere
else in the British speaking world. Dr.
Harvey Sutton says that all over the British
Ewpire a marked reduetion in the mortality
from the disease has occurred—a reduction
of Tess than one half in the last forty years.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon, mem-
ber will link up his remarks with the amend-
ment.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I will. The in-
cidence of the diseage is getting less whereas
the enthusissm for its contro] is increasing
heeause of the knowledge of new methods.
If T were in Dr. Henzell’'s place, I would
like this control. If we have a scheme
whereby a person could say, “I can go into
Wooroloo and my family will not suffer,”
the State should then have this power. The
greater the deterrent we put upon people
going to Wooroloo, the longer it will take
to eradicate tuberculosis. Prior to Dr.
Henzell coming here the law provided that
a medical man had to notify his cases of
tuberculosis. The number notified was far
fewer than what actually existed in  the
State. The medical practitioners said they
would not notify the disease whilst nothing
was done in the way of treatment. Tf we
provide that the medical officer in charge
of the depariment ean say that a person
shall] not leave Wooroloo, the same thing
will orenr arain. Wooreloo is not an attrac-
tive place, although jt is better than it was.
I do not think Dr. Henzell regard’s it as
perfeet, In faet T think his views are that
it should be completely re-designed.

The Minister for Health: T do not think
there is anything about Wooroloo in this.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! T remind Dr.
Hislop that he is rather making a second
reading speech.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I am prepared to
make as long a speech as yom sir, will
allow me in order to inform the Touse of
the wrong features eontained in paragraph
(8). It will allow the authorities to confine

‘a man to a place where he is isolated—and

that is Wooroloo because it is the only tuber-
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enlosis hospital in the Stata for civilians.
This vwould be a retrograde step. Prior to
the advent of Dr. Henzel, there used to be
about 90 odd patients in Wooroloo.  Since
his arrival there have been over 200, and
they have gone there freely because the con-
ditions of treatment have improved. If we
includz a deterrent here those numbers will
decrense again.

Hor.. E. M. Heenan: What would you do
with :he individuals whe defy advice and
will not accept treatment?

Hon, J. G. HISLOP: Those people will
defy ‘reatment both inside and outside an
institt tion. '

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Yes, but is that
harmful to the general eommunity?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: In that regard, if
we introduce these deterrent measures, the
numbers of those who.are willing to go to
Woordloo will drop at a rapid rate. If we
want to control tuberculosis, we shonld take
out paragraph (8), which is a bar to pro-
gress. :

Hon. G. FRASER: I support the amend-
ment, This paragraph definitely allows the
authorities t6 forbid a person ever coming
out of Woorsloo.

Hos. G. Bennetls: Was not somebody
arresled the other day and taken back there?

Hoa. C. B. Williams: The only way to
zet out is to keep on gelting drunk, and
then they will kick yon out!

Hon. G. FRASER. I know of a person
who had nine or ten months treatment at
Wootoloo, and then came ont for 18 months
or two years. He went back for further
treatinent nnd was then transferred to the
Edw:rd Millen Home.

The Minister for Health: How long ago
was this?

Hen. G, FRASER: Within the last
econpe of years. At the Edward Millen
Home a doctor wanted bim to undergo eer-
tain treatment which the patient did not
want to have, so he left. That person has
had five years of happy life in the past
séver; years, and there is every likelihood he
will ‘ive for many more years. Had the pro-
vision under discussion been in operation he
could not have left Woorcloo in the first
place, or the Edward Millen Home in the
second place. Many people suffering from
the disease take all the necessary precau-
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tions to prevent spreading it. I am afraid
of the person who has it but does not know.
1 will support any legislation that will
make for compulsory x-ray examination, but
I will not be a party to anything that will
enable people to be kept in an instifution
and condemned to a living death. I speak
feelingly because of the case of a near re-
lative.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : Earlier
in the discussion the point was raised as to
the manner in which the State was treating
T.B. patients. I have made it my business
to inquire into the matter and I find that
T.B. sufferers receive a pensicn of 37s. 6d.
a week in additién to a T.B. allowance that
is made available by the Commonwealth on
a certain scale and paid to the State for
distribution, that is, providing their income
does not exceed the basic ceiling fizure. [
do not know what that figure is at the mom-
ent, but the point is that the State does not
look after the dependants and while patients
are in Wooroloo no charge is levied.

This particular provision was inserted in
the Bill at the special request of Dr. Hen-
zell who said in a report—

Under Section 230 of the existing Aect, the
Commisgioner has wide powers, Mr. Good ad-
vises that the intention of the Act was that
thesg provisions were to be used in times of
epidonties only. He thought that any Minister
might be reluctant to take the onus of de-
eiding that these provisions should, in the
specific case of tuberculosis, be enforced for
all time. Therefore an amendment to Section
230 to provide that the Commissioner shonld
posazss, without any gualification, powers un-
der Clanses 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 11, 12, 17 (a) and
18, with specifie applicability to tuberculosis,
wou d enable us to have those powers of isola-
tion which we think are necessary. s

. It is only to deal with recaleitrant patients,

oncs who will constitute a serious danger
to the community. No-one suggests that be-
cause a man has T.B. he is to be locked up
in Woorcloo or somewhere else, but the Bill
merely seeks to provide some control over
his movements in public. Like the leper,
T.B. patients must suffer for the community
and we must do everything possible to pre-
vent them from disseminating the disease
among the rest of the community.

T have been provided with the latest
figures dealing with admissions to Wooroloo
and I find that for 1947 the notifications
reecived totalled 382 and the admissions to
Wooroleg from the lst July to August of
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this vear numbered 302 while the figures for
the previous years were: 1946, 295; 1945,
37:3; 1044, 377; 1943, 347; and 1942, 354
These cases may have been affected by the
war expericnees of the patients and it may
be that the increase this year is due to the
drive that has been in progress with a
view to aseertaining the real position in the
community. People are becoming more
mindfn! of the fact that T.B. is not the
dread disease it was thought because people
tan recover from it

Hon. . B. Williams:

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
elause is not inserted for the purpose of
harsh treatment but so that it can be avail-
el of in extreme eases such as that of the
man who, becanse he had funds, was able
to stay at a hatel in the city to the grave
danger of the citizens. I hope the provision
will never be used.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: The Minister
has made confusion worse confounded. If
anyone knows more about T.B., apart from
Dr. Hislop, than apyone else in this Cham-
ber, T am that person. I have helped thou-
sands and I tell members there is no eure
for T.B. There never has been a cure and
never wiil e, no more than there is a eure
for eancer, A man who is compulsorily
placed in Wooroloo becanse he has T.B.
oets U7s. G6d. a weck. We do not propose
fo give him any help at all bat merely to
ecompel his retention in the institation.
When Ite. Mitehell was in charge he said
he wanted to isolate those suffering from
T.B. heeause they hear children too quickly.
Perhaps Dr. Henzell would say the same
thing, but the truth is that they can hreed
healthy children.

The Minister for Health: That is true.

Hon. (. B. WILLTAMS: Then why make
prisoners of them? Those suffering from
cancer are allowed fo go round the streets
ansl drink in hotels, and we do not lock them
up. Why tinker with this matter? I assure
membera there is no cure for T.B. and there
never will e one.

TTon. C. (. LATHAM: I am anxious to
assist the Minister because I know the ob-
jeet of the legidlation is to secure a check
up with a view to determining the incidence
of the disease and arresting it. The point that
is worrying me js as to whether the provision

Utter nonsense!

[COUNCIL.]

in the Bill will tend to prevent people from
reporting. Tt is not easy to detect those
who are suffering from the disease. T know
that doetors are very anxious to carry ont
the wishes of the department, but I am not
quife satisfied whether the provision to be
put in the Bill will assist or will operate
in the opposite direetion.

Hon. G. Fraser: It will nullify the good
effects of the legislation.

Hen, C. G. LATHAM: T am very wor-
ried about that point. I know the legisla-
tion is submitted for the benefit of the suf-
ferers but it is hard to instil in their minds
a realisation of that faet. Another factor
is the limited accommodation available at
Wooroloo. Unless the Government intends
to increase the accommodation available, T
do not think any harm wonld result if we
left the matter over for another year.

Heon. E. M. HEENAN: We are all
anxious to do the right thing and to aceom-
plish the greatest good for the greatest
number. The point raised by Mr. Latham is
very real beeause we.should not do any-
thing that would hunt the disease under-
ground and make people seared to let their
condifion be known. The Aet already con-
tains provisions that, with all due defer-
ence to Mr. Good, I think would deal with
the position of dangerous and infectious
diseases. I am inelined to think that would
cover T.B.

Hon, C. (i. Latham: That section applics
to epidemics,

Hon, E. 1I. Gray:
T.B.

Hon. E. M. HEENAXN: Apparently Mr.
Good considers there is some doubt about it
and the provision is to be put in the Bill
for the sake of clarification, I do not know
of any instance where an individuals
liberty has been infringed to any extent.
Legislation of this type is usually policed
sympatheticatly and gensibly, and I think
all eoneerned would act in a humane man-
ner. There ave alweys a few who will defy
all the advice and vefuse all the help
tendered them and they become menaces to
the community. 1 think the clause may be
needed to cope with that type of individual,
and 1 have sufficient faith in the depart.
ment to helieve that it is only for that type
of individual that the claunse is intended.

1 think it would cover
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Hon. E. H. GRAY: I support the Minis-
ter witl. regard to this matter beecanse
of my experience of T.B. cases. Until last
year, I had been connected with the Fre-
mantle Hospital for 23 years, and saw some
terrible happenings as a result of eases such
as those mentioned by the Minister, We
must reraember that even in Dr, Mitchell’s
time there was a young man under 30 who
took medical advice, went into Wooroloo,
stayed lhere for six months and subse-
quently lived to the age of 60. Dr. Hen-
zell has nade a big impression on the public
of Western Australia and has aroused in-
tense inferest in the metropolitan area and
amongst loeal authorities.

The (Clommissioner of Public Health has
the powers with which the clause deals,
and this provision merely enables bim
to delegate his powers, It would be a
bad thing for us to do anything that would
constituie a slap in the face to Dr. Henzell.
We must be careful not to put a sprag in
the wheel and shake publie confidence in
him. Tlere are special methods of treating
T.B. bu; any patient bas the right to re-
fuse treatment, Why should such people
be allowed to aeeupy sleepers in trains, for
instance? A man may take e sleeper and,
on entering it, find that his fellow passenger
is a T.E. patient. There is no power to for-
bid any)ody suffering from T.B. using such
accommodation and—Dr. Hislop will cor-
rect me it I am wrong—risk infecting
others, 1 appeal to members to stand be-
hind Dr. Henzell. This provision will be
administered carefully and wisely.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I am
advised that this is a preventable disease.
Mr. Williams was right in saying there is
no vure. I used that word to Dr. Todd and
Dr. Henzell, They said, “We do not cure
T.B. pitients. Their lungs heal up with
rest.” That is a difference in expression.
What we want to do is to force those who
are reealeifrant to- take measures that will
prevent them from communicating the dis-
ease 1o others,

Hon. J, G. HISLOP: I want {o remove
from tte mind of Mr. Gray the idea that
T.B. can be contracted by travelling on a
train with a person suffering from the

disense. If anybody sheuld have T.B, it
is L.
Hon. E, H. Gray: You look after

vourself,
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Hon. J. G. HISLOP: For: 25 years 1
have been sitting on the beds of T.B.
patients every day of my life, with the ex-
ception, possibly of the last year or two,
and I had a perfeetly clear chest x-ray not
long ago. A lot more is required to pro-
duce tobereulosis in a person than sleeping
alongside others in trains. I am just as
anxious ag Dr. Henzell to see this campaign
against tuberculosis progress, but this would
create one of the greatest deterrents to that
progress thal we eould devise,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Avyes . ‘e - .. 18
Noes .. .. .. .. 8
Maujority for .. ... 10
AYES,
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hoa. J, @G. Hislop
Hon. G. Bennetts Hon. C. G. Latham
Hgn, L, B. Bolton Hon. L, A, Liogan
Hon. R, J. Boylen Hon. W, J. Mann
Hon, H. A. C, Daffen Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. E. M. Davies Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. @. Fraser Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. F. E. Gibson Hon. 0. B. Wiiliams
Hon, W. R. Hall Hon. A. L. Loton
(Telter.)
NoEs.
Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh| Hon, H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. R, M. Forrest Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon. E, H. Gray Hon, G. B. Wood
Hon. E, M. Heenan Hon. C. H. Simpson
(Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.
Hon. E. H. GRAY:
ment -—

That Subscction (2) of proposed new Sec-
tion 2304, Ve struek out.

I move an amend-

This is consequential,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
ag umended, agreed to.

Clauses § lo 9—agreed to.

Clause 10—Amendment of Section 201:

Hon, E. M, DAVIES: T move an amene-
ment—-

Trat at the end of proposed new Subsce-

tion () of Sectiom 294 the following proviso
be adced:— ‘Provided that the next preced-
ing subsection shall not apply to this sub-
seetion.””’
Unless the amendment is agreed te, the
establishment at Wooroloo, if the Publie
Health Department so desired, could be
made 3 charge on the loeal authorities.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I have
no ohjection to the amendment.

Amendmant put and passed.
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : I move
an amendment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (¢) of pro-
posed new Subsection (4) after the word ‘‘of’’
the word #‘medical’? be inserted.

The Public Service Commissioner pointed
out that there are civil servants involved
and he Goes not like the idea that the Gov-
ernor should be called on to make regula-
tions dealing with them, as they are already
dealt with,

Hon, J. G. HISLOP: Surely it is not
the job of the Governor to lay down regu-
lations dealing with the classes of people
deseribed in this provision. Does the Min-
ister know what the amendment will entail?
Surely the medical superintendent should
lay down the duties,

The MINISTER ¥OR HEALTH: This .

is the ordinary provision that appears in
almost every Act—that the Governor may
make regulations.

Amendment plft and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 11—Amendment of Section 314:

Hon, JJ, G. HISLOP: I hope the Minister
will have this clause removed from the Bill,
as its contents will not achieve his purpose.
No real progress is made in research by pro-
viding penalty clauses, but by seeking the
co-operation of the profession. The Minis-
ter should form an obstetrical research fund
and provide for the appointment of an ab-
stetrical research officer,  TFor some years
there has been a committee inguiring into
maternal deaths, but it has made no pro-
gress, as there has been ne fundamental re-
search inlo the problem, The commitiee
considers the cases reported bmt has no
power to take action in the matter and, in
the view of its members, that hody has heen
a complete failure. The same result is
likely to be achieved by the committee in-
vestigating stillbirths.

It is unforiupate that the man in view to
perform the post-mortems in an anatomist,
and not a pathologist. The right person
to perform the post-mortems would be a
pathologist and I would rather see Dr. Libby
making those examinations than a man who
professes himself to be an anatomist. We
have found great difficulty in starting in
consultation men who would have preferred
to be specialists or consultanfs, and who

[COUNCIL.]

had the qualifications, but had to ente
general practice owing to the financia
strain of commencing specialist work.
would refer to the Stewart lectureskips ir
medicine, surgery and so on that have
existed for so long at the Melbourne Uni
versity, and attached to the Royal Mel.
hourne Hospital. I think we should ap-
point a part-time research officer at per-
haps £508 per annum, with the right to in-
vestigate the czuse of maternal deaths and
the ineidence of stillbirths.

Such an ollicer ¢ould work in the lahora-
tory at the K.E.M.H., putting it on a re-
search basis and providing the foundetion
for further reseaveh whieh, if the officer
held his position for two years, might pro-
vide the answers required. The finest Te-
search work has been done where the
workers have been left untrammnelled in
their efforts. The Melbourne University
and Royal Melbourne Hospital have set a
standard that is high throughout the world
in the various avenues of medical investi-
gation.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Dr.
Hislop misunderstands the eclause, the in-
tention of whieh is to enable the Health
Department to get reports on every still-
birth, and to enable post-mortem examina-
tions to be made. There cannot be research
in this field without post-mortems, and the
Bill provides for what the committee asks
should be done. I do not know how it ean
he investigated unless we have the power
o insist upon a post-mortem. We propose
that the nurse and the doctor shall make
a report. Is it not right that the respon-
sible person, the doctor, should see what
roport the nurse sends infT Would there
he any difficulty in his cheeking over the
report she prepares? 1 bave an amendment
to move to the proposed new Subsection

{2a).

Hon. J. G, HISLOP: If the Minister re-
mains impervions to the suggestions that
are made, we must continue the discussion.
I deplore the attitede that has been
adopted. I ask membars to read Section
314 and then note the effect of the amend-
ment in paragraph (a). The resnlt wounld
be that every doctor would have fo report
every midwifery case he attended. T move
an amendment—

That paragraph (a) be struck out.
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We are
asking that the doctor in charge shall sign
the report and not throw the onus on the
nurse. The proposal merely means Lhat the
doclor shall endorse the nurse's report.

Hon. J. G, HISLOP: If the provision
referred only to stillbirths, it would be all
right—there are about 280 stilltrirths each
year—bunt why insist upon the form for
the 8,000 live births notified each year?
The provision should be limited to the still-
births.

Hon. E, H. GRAY: I support the Minis-
ter. The insertion of the words proposed
will be of great assistance to the depari-
ment and to the publie..

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: If an inquiry is
desired into stillbirths, well and good, but
do rot require the doetor to send in a form
for every live birth. Why should that be
wanted?

Hon. G. FRASER : Before I am prepared
to vote for a change, I want to know the
reason for it. There must be some reason.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
reason is that the department desires that
the person responsible—the doetor——shall
make the report, and not the underling.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Dr. Hislop is
right. When a natural birth oceurs, the
sister n charge reporis it, buf now we are
mising up ordinary births with stillbirths.
This picce of legislalion is ill-conceived,
and T doubt whether the draftsman under-
stocd the requiremenis of the department.
This provision should be included in a sep-
arale part of the Act and not mixed up
with ¢rdinary births, Fhe Minister wonld
be well-advised to report progress and see
whether it cannot be included as a separate
part ot the Aet.

Hor. J. G. HISLOP: 1 agrec that the
Minister should report progress and that
this provision should be made a separate
part of the Act. Wilt he aseertain what
the department really wants?

The Minister for Health: Look at the
heading of the division, “Protection of life.”

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Under this pro-
vision, if the midwife or the doctor fails to
make a notification, for the first offence each
may he fined 40s. and for the second offence
£20; the purse may be removed from fhe
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register, but the doector cannot be. I ask
the Minister to report progress in order to
find out exactly what his department wants.

The Minister for Health: There iz no
oveasion to report progress. This is what
the department wants.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I appeal to the
Committee to vote against the clause.

The Minister for Health: It rests entirely
with the Committee.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. (. HISLOP: I make onc final
appeal to the Minister to report progress
in order to see whether an agreement can
be come fo.

The Minister for Health: Dr. Hislop has
suceeeded in striking out the words “medieal
practitioner.”” What more does he want?

On motions by the Minister for Health,
clause further amended by striking out
paragzaphs (b) and (c); by striking out
in line 11 of proposed new Subsection (2a)
the word “to” and inserting in lien thereof
the words “such medical praetitioner shall”:
and by deleting in lines 12 and 13 the words
“with the report mentioned in Subsection
(1} of this Section.”

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I do not regard
with favour the proviso to proposed new
Subsection (2a}, which states that no fee or
charge shall be payable to the appointed
medical practitioner. Suorely the medieal
practitioner chosen by the Commisstoner of
Health will be 2 man beyond reproach. What
an oxtraordinary insinpation to make
against a medical practitioner!

The Minister for Health: Yon have an
extraordinary mind!

Hen, J. G. HIBLOP: 1 know I have, and
that is why T am on my feet. We are not
looking for scapegoats, but are seeking to
have genuine inqguiries made into the eaure
of stillbirths.

The Minister for Health: Exactly, We
do not want any charge to be made against
the mother or against anybody else. The
matter is purely a State one,

Hon. W. J. Mann: Does the State pay
for it?

The Minister for Health: Yes.
Hon. E. M. HEENAN: If we decide that

no fee is to be paid to the medieal prae-
titioner who conducts the examination, it is
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Parliament’s duty to say that no fee shall
be payable. This simply provides that no
fee is to be payable, There is nothing wrong
with it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why not say that
the whole cost of the post-mortem shall be
a charge against the department?

The Minister for Hecalth: Amend it if
vou like,

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I move an amend-
ment—

That the proviso to
struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I move an amend-
ment—-—-

paragraph (e) be

That the following proviso be inserted in

liew of the one struck out:—'‘Provided that
the whole cost of any post-mortem shall be a
charge against the Department.’’

Amendment, put and passed.

Hon, J. G. HISLOP: I move an amend-
ment—

That paragraphs (f) and (g) be struck
out. .

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

New clause:

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I move—

That a new clause be added as follows:—
€10, Section two hundred and seventy-nine of
the prineipal Act, as amended by the Act No.
34 of 1942, is amended by—

(a) deleting from Subsection (1) all the
words from and including the word
fegr’’ down to nnd including the
word ‘f-disease '' a3 inserted by
paragraph (a) of Section three of
the Act No. 34 of 1942;

(b .deleting paragraph (a) from the

) words added at the end of Subsec-
tion (2) by paragraph (b) of
Scction three of the Act No, 34 of
1942,7?

Prior to 1942 we had practically got con-
trol of venereal disease in this State, hut
sinve then the number of cases has in-
ereased. That, however, does not give us the
right to run the risks entailed hy this legis-
lation. It practically means that any per-
son reported to the Commissioner can he
examined and confined in the first place in a
gaol hospital. That is not right.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I am
sorry that Dr. Hislop has decided to move
this new e¢lause. The Women’s Serviee

[COUNCIL.]

Guild wrote and asked that this portion
of the Act be deleted, and 1 wmade
mnquiries to find out just what the posi-
tion was. The seetion of the Aet pro-
vides that where a person makes a eom-
plaint that he or she has contracted V.D.
from another person and sets out the name
and address, the department ean investi-
gate the casc. In these circumstances a
departmental officer interviews the indivi-
dual privately and gives him an envelope
containing the formal notieéd. As a rule he
is told to go to see the Commissioner of
Public Health, and the notice provides that
he must be examined and produce a medical
certificate. That has happened in a certain
number of cases—41 in the past 10- years,
which includes the war period.

I have here the report of the Commis-
sioner of Public Health on the matter. He
has this to say—

Persons  suffering from syphilis in  an
infective form who will not continue under
treatment direeted towards keeping them nom-
infeetious arc of that undisciplined type who
will deliberately or negligently infect others
by gratifying the urge for gelf-indulgence.
They must, therefore, be detained until ren-
dered non-infections.  Until detention cells
are provided in conneetion with hospitals, gaol
hospitals must provide the only means of de-
tention.

He goes on to explain how a man with
syphilis might infeet several people. He
might have intereourse with several women
and not know which one gave him the
disease. The report continues-+

In a considerable proportion of eases which
were the subjeck of action under the Naotional
Hecurity Regulations, females were guite com-
monly deseribed only by their physieal ap-
pearanee, the clothes they wore on the oveasion
concerned, the place of employment and the
loenlity and eircumstances under which the
patient met them.

It then beeomes the duty of the department
to trace the person, and gencrally speaking
that is done. The report cencludes in these
terms—

Without the powers conferred by the 1943
amendment, action ngainst these sources of
infection would not be possible before some
other person who could name the offender also
becomes infected.

Those are the main details. The amendment
is regarded as unfimely owing to the in-
creased prevalenee of syphilis in the com-
munity, Persons suffering from syphilis re-
quire protracted supervision and treatment
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otherwise they may readily spread disease
amongst the unsuspeeting. Not infrequently
it is necessary to invoke the powers econ-
terred cn the Commissioner to put recaler-
trant patients under restraint, and for ob-
vious reasons in eertain cases this eould
only be effectively done by using a gaol
hospital The report procceds—

Reealeitrant persons suffering from syphilis,
as may well be imagined, are not usually per-
sons whe can be detained in a general hospital.
Where it is necessary to order detention it is
neeessary to effect detention and this ean be
done nowhere in a hospital except at a gnol
hogpital.

May T give members some of the cases deal-
ing with gonorrhoea and syphilis, Here are
some of the particulars—

A, u female half-caste. Was suffering from
gonorrhoea and syphilis. The date of the war-
rant isgued was the 17th January, 1945, She
was imprisoned for one month on a stealing
charge, on expiration of which she was de-
tained for 14 days by the Commissioner so
that trentment could be continued. Had been
causing a lot of trouble by econsorting with
U.8, Navy men.

B, ansther female half-caste, suffering from
gonorrhoea and syphilis; date of warrant
issued he 24th September, 1946. Causing
u great deal of trouble and would not submit
hergelf voluntarily for regular treatment, She
was transferred from prison to Perth Hos-
pital or the 21st November, 1946,

C, another woman, suffering from gonor-
rhoea and syphilis; date of warrant issued the
13th July, 1946. Methylated spirits addict and
constantly absented herself from _treatment.
Transferred from prison to Perth Hoespital on
the 23rd September, 1846, On 30th April,
1947, she was lodged in prison on a police
vharge (vagrancy} and as Dr. Harke reported
that sh> had become heavily re-infeeted with
syphilis the Coemmissioner detained her until
the 10th_Tune, when she wns released on condi-
tion that she attended the elinic at Perth
Hospital,

D, another female, suffering from gonor-
rhoea nnd syphilis; date of warrant issued
30th July, 1943, Negleet to continuve under
treatment, Numerous allegations, Transferred
to Perth Ilospital on the 22nd August, 1943,

F, a male, sufiering from gonorrhoea and
syphilis; date of warrant issued the 2nd July,
1946. Refused to place himself under examina-
tion, VWas found to be suffering from V.1, and
was discharged to Perth Hospital Clinie on
the 12th July, 1946.

G, a male, suffering from syphilis; date of
warran; issued the 7th June, 1945. Kefused to
place himsclf under examination., Was found
to be suffering from V.D. and was discharged
to Perth Mospital Clinic ou the 21st June,
1943,
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I have drawn aitention to these cases to
indicaty that the section is not ineluded just
for the purpose of showing authority. Its
provisions will be availed of very seldom
and I hope will never be required. Never-
theless, it is essentia) to retain the provision.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I am surprised at
the Minister. All the cases he bas eited are
proved cases. The ones I have in mind are
those where a person may be accused but
may be guite innocent,

Hon. E. H. Gray: Are there any such
cazes?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: There bave been
guite n number of cases where & woman
who has repulsed a man has been aceused
of infecting him. That woman could be
taken away and examined, and such an
examination is a very delicate matter. That
could happen to a self-respecting woman,
The Minister will agree that the statements
contained in a leiter from the department
clearly sets out the policy when they state
that the departmental practice is not to
make use of the provisions of the Act, but
that during the war, when the National
Security Regulations eame into existence,
names were uot required and the provisions
of Section 270 were followed. If that is
the policy of the department, why leave this
wartime provision in the Act? T nsk that
it be deleted.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not know of the letter from which the hon.
membor has quoted, but in a letter 1 sent to
the president of the Women's Serviee {huild
I told her that the amoended section had
never been availed of. Tt has not been made
nse of, bhut we want to retain it because
it 1s necessary.

New elauwe put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Avyes . . .. 15
Noes .. .. .- 11
Majority for . - 4
AYESB.
Hon. . F. Baxter Ton, . G. Latham
Hen L. B. Bolton Hon. A. L. Loton
Hon. R. J. Bovlen Hon, W. J. Mann
Hon, H. A. C. Daffen Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. G. Fraser Hon, H. Tuckey
1ion. ¥. E. Gibson Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon. W. R, Hall Hon. L. A. Logan
Homn. J. G. Hislop (Peller.)
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NoEs,

Hon. Sie Hal Colebateh ] Ion. H. 5. W. Puarker
Hon. L. Craig Hon. (0. H. Bimpsaen
Hon. E. M, Davies Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon, R, M. Forrest Hon, G. B. Wood
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. 3. Bennetts
Hon. E. M. Heenan {T'aller.}

Noew clagse thus passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments,

BILL—COUNTRY AREAS WATER
SUPPLY.

Second Rreading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G.
B. Wood—HEast) [9.28] in moving the
second rending said: This is the seecond of
the water Bills and has to be considered
i conjunction with the other thpt I intro-
duced last night. It is essentially a Com-
mittee measure and is entirely dependent
upon the other Bill Lcing passed. Tn the
circumstanees, I shall not take much time
in placing it before members.

One of the prineipal things the Bill does
iz lo repenl the Goldfields Water Supply
Aet, which is mentioned in the schedule,
It also gives power to the Minister or the
Yovernor-in-Council to declare eountry
water areas, which means water nreas in
any part of the State other than the met-
ropalitan area. Power is also given for an
alteration or extension of the boundaries
»f a country water arca, the uniting of
two or more eouniry water areas, and so on.
In Part IIT it is provided that the Minister
may, by Order in Council, on the recom-
mendation of the Minister—

(a) Constitute a water board for any

rountry water area or any portion of a country
wnier area;

(h) dissolve any water board constituted
nnder this section.
Power s also given for the Minister to
eance to be prepured plans and speecifica-
tinn+ and an estimafe of the cost of a pro-
pesed water works, together with a state-
ment showing the net earnings estimated
to be derived thercfrom and a statement
showing the value of the ratable land to
be benetited by them and to cavse the same
ar certified copies to he deposited in the
department and in a eonvenient plaee in
the eonntry water area in which it s pro-
posed to construct such waterworks. It is
also provided that the Minister shall eause
an advertisement {o be published in the
‘‘Government (lazette’’ and in any one or
more newspapers generally cireulating in

[COUNCIL.]

the country water area, such advertise-

ment to specify—
(i) a description of the proposed water
works;
(ii) the localities in the country water
area in which they will be constructed;

(iii) the purposes for which they arve to
be constructed and the parts of the country
water area whiech are intended to bhe supplied
with water;
and so on. I hope that will meet with the
approva] of Mr. Loton, who I know is par-
ticularly eoneerned about having these
things published in a number of news-
papers. Part V deals with the supply and
distribution of water and gives the Minis-
ter power to make and levy water rates in
the manner provided in the Aet. When the
Minister determines to make and levy water
rates, it is provided that he shall canse
rate-books to be kept for each rating zone
in the country water area, Provision is
made for appeals against valuations but
no appeal shall be allowed when the valua-
tion dees nof exceed the eurrent valuation
of the same land by the loeal authority.
An interesting part of the Bill is that which
provides that the Minister may make and
levy water rates in respest of all ratahle
land in a country water area whether actually
oceupied or not wnd althongh #he land
may not be aetvally supplied with water
when—

(b) in the ease of holidings of eountry land,
the ratahle land is situated wholly eor partly
within ten chains of a main or other pipe

from which the Minister is prepared to supply
water.

This is followed hy a proviso which was
ingerted by amendment in another place
and reads—

Provided that any such holding shall be

ratable so far only as it extends to a distance
not exceeding one mile and a half from the

pipe.

As this is purely a Committee Bill, I hope
that you, Mr. President, will permit mem-
hers to debate the two measnres simultane-
ously. T shall be only too pleased to give
any information that members desire on
the various clauses when the Bill is in Clom-
mittee. This measure is founded largely on
the Goldfields Water Supply Act so far as
the machinery clauses are concerned. I
have examined that Aet and it has stood
the test of time for many years. Generally
speaking, I think members will aceept both
Bills with open arms, and I feel opti-
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mistic that it will have a speedy passage
through the House. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. H. L. ROCHE (South-East) [9.35]:
It gave me considerable pleasure to hear
the terms in whieh the Honorar}' Minister
introdueed this measure, more particularly
as T fee! that the present Government and
the Minister for Water Supply have shown
a far more realistic approach to the
matter than was shown 12 months ago in
legislation which came before this House.
On that oceasion, proposais were put be-
fore Parliament to instituté a water
scheme for the major poriion of the
country areas, including places where it
was neither vequired nor desired. A large
expenditure of public money would have
been made on & projeet thet was not neces-
sary, or a portion of which was not neces-
sary, and the sponsors of the Bill appar-
ently expested to recoup a considerable
portion of the interest and sinking fund
from the farming ecommunity in those areas
which did not need the water and in many
cases would not use it. I find it easy and
quite a pleasure to eongratulate the present
Minister on this Bill.
three m'nor matters that I trust the Honor-
ary Minister will he able to clarify and I
hope he will be able fo satisfy me that my
interpretation of them is ineorrect.

I do not wish to deal with the clauses of
the Bill, but there is one which it seems to
me provides authority for the rating of
conntry land before the Minister is in a
position to supply that land with water, I
refer to Clause 29. I hope some further
consideration will be given to that clause
althouglh it is got of such vital import that
I feel disposed to oppose the Bill on its
account. In another part, power is given
to the JMinister to arrive at the unimproved
valne of the country land, although it is
provided in the Aect as one of the alterna-
tives for rating in respect of country
towns that he shall accept the valnation of
the local anthority or that he may aceept
that valuation. As far as I have been able
to follow the provisions of the Aet as it
applies to eountry land, the Minister is to
decide what the nnimproved value shall be.
It seems tn me that it would be more equit-
able and that the valuation would be on a
firmer basis if there was provision for him

There are iwo or -

to acvepl the valnation of the local authori-
ties conecerred or the Taxation Depart-
ment,

Hon. L. Craig: That would be an im-
provement,

Hon. H, L. ROCHE: T think so. As it
stands it seems to me that considerable varia-
tion could take place, without a substantial
basis for valuation, whereas with the Taxa-
tion Department there would be a firmer
basis and it would be more general through-
out the State. This provision is in Clause
65. There is one rather disquieting fea-
ture of this proposal, Possibly it is un-
avoidable, but I trust that something ecan
be done to minimise the delay that will take
place under the proposals for implement-
ing this legislation as outlined in the
brochure provided by the Minister for
Water Supply. I refer to the delay in
getting water from Wellington Dam  to
Narrogin and more particularly to such
towns as Pingelly and Brookton, All the
towns on the Great Southern, with the ex-
ception of Albany, are badly served in re-
gard to water supplies but, apart from Pin-
gelly and DBrookton, they have sup-
plies which, except in years of deficient
rainfall, are sufficient to carry them through
the dry period. But in the two towns T
have mentioned, particularly Pingelly, the
water supply is not usable. It was estab-
lished many years ago and is now too

" highly mineralised for watering gardens or

lawns. Tt is not in that class which conld
be deseribed as potable or fit for human
usage.

If the Minister can see no way of ex-
pediting econstroetion of the works neces-
sary to bring a supply from Wellington
Dam, [ could wish that he would find some
other way, even as a temporary expedient,
of providing for those two centres. Four
years seems to be a long time to wait for
a water supply that is usable. Three years
is a long time for places like Narrogin to
wait, but they have a supply which in most
vears engbles them.to get through the sum-
mer period. Some ecomplaint has been
voiced in another place that the Govern-
ment did not see fit to bring down a Bill
gll-embracing and_ns ridiculous as that sub-
mitted to the House last session, There
has been a certain amount of what might
be caled wistfn]l whining on the part of
some members at the loss of their brain
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child. TIn the Great Southern areas affected
by the Bill—they were affected by the
measure of last vear—there will be general
satisfaction at the aclion of the present
(overnment in hringing down this measure
to provide a water supply for Great South-
vrn towns and to exclude from the opera-
tion of the measure the rural arcas that did
not need or desire it. I support the second
reading.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [9.46]:
When the Honorary Minister introduced the
Bill Jast night he mentioned that under the
proposed water scheme Goldfields people
might receive a reduetion in the rate charged
them for water. As the only Goldfields
representative at the moment in the House
1 hope the scheme will be of benefit to the
people of the outbaek. Hesidents of the
Goldfields pay 7s. 6d. per thousand gailons
for water, and some of my constituents pay
for every thousand gallons, as there is no
allowance. T refer there to people on the
Commonwenlth Railways at TParkeston.
People at Norseman pay 10s. per thousand
eallons for water,

When the Minister for Mines toured those
districts soon after the present Government
took office, the water question was fre-
quently raised. He and I were asked that
a flat rate throughout the State be brought
into operation as a means of overcoming
of the troubles of residents in those

zome
areas. The Minister was sympathetic to
every Jeputation and to those present at

every conference held. He gave the im-
pression that he would support such a pro-
posal.  From the remarks of the Honorary
Minister when introdneing the Bill, T think
it will he the means of the people I have
mentioned getting cheaper water. They put
up with n great deal of hardship and in
that rlimate they nced a lot of water. T am
hopeful that the Bill will provide a befter
water supply to those areas.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [9.48]:
1 congratulate the Government on having
brought down this Bill. I would be the
last to ereate the impression that we who
live in the well-watered parts of the State
desire to prevent those in less favoured
areas sharing in the water available, A warn-
ing, however, should be sbunded to the Gov-

[COUNCIL.]

ernment and all coneerned, that every attempt
should he made, wherever water supplies
are available, to conserve and utilise them.
The supplies of water available each year
are not inexhaustible, and the time is rapidly
approaching when consumption will be
greatly ingressed. The number of streams
running from the ranges to the coast is
not greaf, but in the past an enormous
volume of wafer has heen wasted cach year.
The avea over which most of the water
falls, and to which it is readily available,
is not large.

I think a distanee of 100 miles from tha
coast would cover the greater portion of
the watersheds in -thiz State. We have no
very big streams running all the year round
and therefore attention should be directed
to every other source of supply available.
The story of water conservation in the
Sonth-West is interesting. The first water
supply was established at Harvey to irri-
gate ahout 1,000 acres of land. It was soon
found to be inadequate, and past Govern-
ments have done excellent work in increas-
ing water storage, until today, with the
Stirling Dum, we have reservoirs capable of
holding 25,000,000,000 gallons. That water
could all be used in the South-West, bunt
that is not desired. We are happy to think
that some of the water ean be taken over
the ranges to the Great Southern, in order
to onse the position that has existed for
g0 many years in that area.

The acrcage of land under irrigﬂtim{ will
increase greatly, consuming an encrmous
volume of water. In some areas the rainfall
is not sufficiently reliable for the conserva-
tion of water. Most of the rain falls in
the period from May to September, or per-
haps October, and during the rest of the
year there are no worthwhile falls. Every
possible means should be adopted in other
parts of the State to survey and tabulate
available supplies, so that they may be
utilised in the future, We in the South-
West have supplies sufficient for many years
to come but the time will eventually arrive
—if the State develops as we hope it will
—when there will not be sufficient water to
service the far-distant areas. I support the
Bill and congratulate the Government on
having brought down a measure which ap-
pears to be acceptable to the people who

need it most, :
[ ]
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HON. C. G. LATHAM (East) [9.55]:
The irtroduetion of this measure brings
good tidings to the people of the agricul-
tural .areas. This State cannot devolop
withou: adequate water supplies. I hope
the people in the outer areas will soon be
sapplicd with eleetricity, as well as water,
and I am pleased the QGovernment has
bronght down this measure during its first
vear of office. I am concerned gbout the
financinl side of the project and hope money
will be made available to ecommence work on
it as soon as possible We have good soil,
and cven our poorer soils ean be built up
to grow cereals suceessfully, but those grow-
ing cereals must have side lines, and stock
cannot be carried without water.

I join with Mr. Bennetts in hoping con-
sideration will be given to providing water
from this scheme as cheaply as possible to
Goldficlds residents. It is diffieult enough
for Goldfelds women and echildren to live
in those areas under normal conditions, and
when 1n exhorbitant price is charged for
water—-at Norseman and other such places
—life is made almost intolerable. I hope
the Minister will see to it that sueh people
are given a cheaper water supply. I said,
on a orevions occasion, that if the water
rate in the metropolitan area were raised by
1d., or even Yd. in the £, the outer Gold-
fields arcas could be supplied with water
practically free. If it were supplied to them
for nothing, we would still be contributing
only a little towards a better life for the
women and children of those portions of
the State.

Men will not stay on the Goldfields unless
their wives and families can be wity them,
angd they can not be blamed for that. I hope
the ertors of past Goevernments will be noted
by the present Government and that it will
see that such people are given cheap and
adequste water supplies. The measure will
affect a great deal of the area I represent
and T know the people most eoncerned will
join with me in expressing thanks to the
Government for having brought down the
legislation.

HON. L. A, LOGAN (Central} [9.58]:
I am pleased to sce that the Government
is honouring its promise to supply water
to the agricultural areas.
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Hoa. G. Bennetts: The previous (Fovern-
ment would have done it, also,

Hon. I. A. LOGAN: The Bill is pleasing
to the producers whom it will serve, where-
as the measure of last session was not. That
Bill provided for a scheme fo cost
£9,000,00¢t, while the present project is
estimated to cost £4,300,000. 1 ask the
Government to give consideration to the area
served by the Wongan Hills line. 3Most of
that land has a rainfall of from 8 to 12
inches, and T think the present Government
could easily go ahead with a scheme to
supply that area, I do not think it could
be served from a comprehensive scheme, as
that would not be practicable, but we eould
work on a smaller scheme and T do not
think it wounld cost a large amount of money.
On farms where water cannot be provided,
the Government might offer a certain amount
of assistance to build dams and provide re-
tienlation.  This should not be beyond the
bounds of possibility, because we do not
want to wait for the scheme if it is going
to take four years. I congratulate the Gov-
ernment on having brought dowe the Bill
and trust that we shall soon get a sapply
for my area.

HON. G. 'W, MILES (North) [10.1]: I
congratulate the Government on having
brought forward this scheme_ for the out-
back arcas. I express the hope that the Gov-
ernment will consider also other parts of
the State that are in need of water supplies.
I have heard it stated that at Coolgardie,
7s. 6. is paid per 1,000 gallons of water,
but the people at Port Hedland bave to pay
3ds. 6d. per 100 gallons, T want the Gov-
ernment to take into consideration the need
for providing schemes for the north as well
as for the south. Tort Hedland and Marble
Bar require supplies, not for watering stock,
but for consumption by the pecple of those
areas. I hope the Government will take
this matter in hand and see that Port Hed-
land and Marble Bar are given a decent
water scheme such as has been promised
for many years. :

TEE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G.
B. Wood—Fast—in reply} [10.2]: I thank
members sineerely for their reception of
these Bilis. I appreciate greatly the thanks
they have extended to the Government. Last
night T promised to obtain for Mr. Loten
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some information regarding the work that
will be carried out at Pingelly and Brookton.
The Minister for Works has assured me
that, when the work between the Wellington
Dam and Nnrrogin is started, operations
will be started simultaneously at those two
towns, As Mr, Roche said it 15 a long
time for those two towns to wait for the
schome beenuse they are badly off for water.
It might be possible—I am not making any
promises—that when the Mundaring Weir
is raised, we shall be able to continve the
pipeline from Beverley down the Great
Southern.  This would he no temporary
measure : it might be possible for it to serve
the people in that way. 1 propose to take
the matter up with the Minister for Works.

Hon. H. L. Roche: That proposal appeals
to you?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, it
does now. There was a time when it did
not, beeanse I felt certain that, with the
heavy drog on Mundaring, that catchment
could not supply the water.  The raising
of the weir, however, will give us an enor-
mous storage of water and it might be pos-
sible to run a line down as I bave indicated.

Hon. A. L. Loton: That has already been
put up.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is a long way to
convey water without pumping plants,

The HONORARY MINISTER: A booster
plant eould he put in. That is a matter which
members representing the Great Sonthern
might well explore. A qunestion was
asked last night as to which wall would be
raised first.  The Mundaring wall will be
raised almost at onee.  Certain work has
already hbeen done. It is not so necessary
te proveed at present with the raising of
the wall at the Wellington Dam,

Hon, A. L. Loton: How far has the work
at Muondaring proceeded?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Pre-
liminary work js in hand and is being
carried oy as quickly as materials and labour
will permit. T was impressed with Mr.
Roche's remarks abont valnations being
made by the Minister. I had over-locked
that matter previously. Probably it would
be betfer to use the valnations of the Tax-
ation Department than valuations made by
the Mimster, although I think he would seek
reliable adviee,

[COUNCIL.)

Hon, C. G. Latham: He would probably
accept the existing valuations.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, but
the Bill dees not provide for that.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Ministers come and
£o.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes. Be-
fore next year varions amendments might
be snggested as being desirable.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Honorary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 27—agreed to.
Clause 28—Supply to rated land:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I direct attention
to the provision that the Minister may rate
land within three miles of a standpipe.
Under a former statute, 'the rate started at
3d. per acre adjacent to the standpipe and
dropped to a 14d. per acre at a given dis-
tance. That rate, howeyer, was abolished
about 1930. It is bad enough for a farmer
to have to cart water from a standpipe with-
out his being charged for it. The Govern-
ment has put down wells and provided
dams through the wheatbelt where people
are permitted to get water free of charge,
and we should not impose rates on land
when the holders have to cart the water.

The ITONORARY MINISTER: In 1930
conditions were very bad. Even if the rate
had been charged at that time, it would not
have been paid. It has not been paid since.
I do ndt want to make conditions difficult
for the Minister for Works, who will ad-
minister the measure, but will take the mat-
,ter up with him with a view to getting some
alleviation before the scheme comes into
operation. There will be plenty of time
during the next 12 months to make any
alterations considered desirable.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am willing o
leave the matter to the Minister, but I hope
that this provision will not be applied to
existing water schemes, sceing that certain
Acts are being repenled by this measure.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 29 to 33--agreed to.
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Clause 34—Provision for

croupys of houses:

Hor. A. L. LOTON: Will the Minister
tell the Committee how it is proposed to
charge the individual householders under
this clanse?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The only
_equitanle way would be to distribute the
charges amongst the oecupiers,

Hor. A, L. LOTON: It would be a matter
of arrangement between the oecupiers?
The Honorary Minister: Yes.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I am interested
in a farm which gets its water supply
through the railway meter. The probability
is that there will be n meter for each of the
houses, in the same way as there is a
separate meter for electrie current in a block
of flais.

The HONORARY MINISTER: But this
water iz supplied through a standpipe. I
think Mr. Latham is under a misapprehen-
sion, os the elause provides that the charge
shall be levied in the same manner ag if the
supply of water had been distributed in
ench of the dwelling houses in the ordinary
manner.

supplying

Clavse put and passed.
Clavses 35 to 78—agreed to.

Clause 79—Payment of rates by mort-
gagee:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Is it intended that
this elause shall apply to the Rural and In-
dustrics Bank? In the past the Agricultural
Bank refused to pay the rates.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Unless
there is something to the contrary in the
Act governing the Rural and Industries
Bank, T would say the elause would apply
to the bank, but I will look inte the matter
and supply the hon. member with the in-
formaiion,

Clavse put and passed.
Clauses 80 to 104—agreed to.
Clanse 105—Minister may make bylaws:

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Is it necessary that
regulalions should be gazetted in eonnection
with ezaminations of the people mentioned
in paragraph (xx)9% They are employed by
the department, and that should be sufficient
qualification,
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The HONORARY MINISTER: I do noi
think Mr. Loton need worry about this. A
similar provision appears in lhe metropoli-
tan Aect and in the goldfields Aet. It is
neeessary to have this safeguard.

Hen, C. G, LATHAM: This applies to
the townships.  In the agrieultural areas
a person is allowed to make his own econ-
nections.

Clause put and passed,

Clauses 106 to 122, Schedule, Title—
agreed to.

Bill reperted without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill rezd a third time and pas.sed.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL AREAS,
GREAT SOUTHERN TOWNS, AND
GOLDFIELDS WATER SUPPLY.
: Second Readinyg.
Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the previous day of the debate on the
second reading.

Queslion put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Hen. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Honcrary Minister in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—Short title and commencement :

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Can the Honorary
Minister tell us something about the fin-
ancial arrangments mentioned in the pro-
viso?

Th: HONORARY MINISTER: 1 dealt
with this point when I introduced the Bill
Nego‘iations are proceeding satisfactorily
with the Commonwealth Government,  As
soon as arrangements are finalised, work
will be proeeeded with. I am hoping the
preliminary work will commence about next
Febrnary.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 io 8, Schedule, Preamble, Title
—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.
Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and passed.
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BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.
Second Reading.
Debate resnmed from the previous day.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suhurban—in
reply) [10.56]: Mr. Loton desired to know
why cerfain roads in Narrogin were to be
cloged, In my opening remarks when mov-
ing the second reading T gave the reason.

Question put and passed.

Bill read n second time.

In Committee, ele.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.
Iouse adjourned at 10.50 p.m.

Tenislative Aszembly.
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p.m., and read prayers.

[ASSEMBLY.)

QUESTIONS.

BANKING, NATIONALISATION,
(a) As te Cost of State’s Intervention.

Mr. GRAHAM (on notice) asked the
Premier :

{1) In connection with his recent visit to
the Eastern States, was the State respon-
sible for his fares or any other expenses
asgociated with the ¢rip?

(2) If so, what was the total amount in-
volved?

(3) On what grounds is the State inter-
vening in the appeal to the High Court
against the Commonwealth Banking legisla-
tion, in view of the faet that the legislation
does mof in any way interfere with State
banking?

(4) Does he not consider that the private

‘banks or any individuals who feel so dis-

posed should be fighting the ease, rather
than that the public’s money should be ex-
pended on this matter?

(5) What does he anticipate will be the
total cost to the State if the Government
proceeds with its opposition to the legisla-
tion before the High Court?

(8) As banking is a Federal matter, on
what nuthority hag his Government taken
action?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) Yes. In addition to the banking
question, opportunity was taken to deal
with other Government business, including
Commonwealth and State financial relation-
ships, diseussions with the State Liaison
Officer in Melbourne, and a conferenece
with directors of Courtaulds regarding the
proposal te establish their industry in West-
ern Australia,

Irrespective of this, I regard the banking
issue as of such vital importanee to the
State of Western Anstralia that I have no
hesitation whatever in  considering the
amount expended as a legitimate charge
sgainst State funds.

{2) Total expenditure for self and Secre-
tary, Premier’s Office:—Fares, £93 16s.;
other expenses, £18 9s.; total, £112 bs.

(3) As to the State’s appeal against the
Commonwealth banking legislation, the
grounds are as follows:—(a) That the
Banking Act, 1947, is beyond the power of
the Parliament of the Commonwealth and is



